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In 2010, the State of Washington celebrates the 100th anniversary
of when most Washington women permanently achieved the right to vote
or “suffrage” in 1910. Washington women had voted from 1833 to 1888,
but their voting rights were revoked by the Washington Territorial Supreme Court.

Washington’s victory in 1910 was a pivotal event in the campaign which culminated in the 19th d

to the ULS, Constitution in 1920 enacting women's suffrage nationally, With their long-standing civic voice,

‘Washington women have made their mark in Washington history while continuing the struggle for equal rights.

THE EARLY WOMEN'S RIGHTS MOVEMENT

In July 1848, seventy-twa years after the American calanies
— doclared their independence from England, & handful of
Amezican wamen called 4 mesting in Seneca Falls, Mew Yotk

tn declare independence fom the *sbsalute trranny® of men.
e Some 300 puticipants in the fint Wamen's Rights Comention
— bath women 164 men — dehuted the merits of 1 dacument
they called a Declaration of Sentimente. Conscicasly medeled
after the Declanation of Independence, the document declared
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higha Commim. D360 that “all mens and warmen are creited equil!’
oy

j s

Pl iy Tk e e Just six years after the Senecs Falls Comvention, tm 1854, Seattle
R R R picneer and legislatar Arthor A. Denny proposed a bill in the
o i g first Washington Territerial Legislature “to allow all whits
P ——
PRI ia win e ik fermules over the age of 18 years o vate” Although it filled,
S —————
130 TR S s s Denny’s hill wis the first of many atempi o enbile wamen to

vate in Washingeon, Washington women gained additional rights
during the early years of the territary. By an 1869 law, women
in Washingron coald shurs property equally with their husbands.
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WOMEN ORGANIZE

FOR THE RIGHT TO VOTE

In an 1870 territorial election,
Thurston County women Mary Olney
Brown and her sister, Charlogte Emily
Olney French, were among a handful of
women who attempted ro vore in

Grand Mound, Licderock, and Olympia.

Thay used the matianale thae post-Cmil War fedenl
comutisuticnl amendmeres had granted them voting rights av
atizens. As the women atempred to cast balloes, an exciced
courier an horsack mced from the scene, pelling, “They'e

voting! They're vating!" The Olympis women voters wire

rejected but fifteen ather womens votes wen fullied in the
election, Hawever, their bullors did nat permanently change

women's woting rights in Washingron. il et e A
T, prbizeyfomh

1m0

In 1871, noted eastern suffragise Susan B. Anthony,
accompanied by Oregonian Abigail Seort Duniway,
smbarked on 2 bwe-month tour in Washingeon Territory ta help mabilize Jocal
suffragises. Anthary spake before the legislsture in Olympia and succeeded in
getting & nuffrage bill incradiced, dthongh it failed 1o piss, Howerer, she joined
with Joca] men and women to establish che first Washingren Tersivarul Woman's

Sufrage Amociation devoted 2 achisving women's vating rights.
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ICTORIES & DEFEATS

el

When Washington Territory approached
statehood, women hoped to persuade
delegates to include the right to vore in the

new constitution.

Wamen facded the constiturions] comvenzion with petitions when
it coomened an July 4, 1889, Questicns abaunded: Should the
issue be decifed by the legisliuze ot the peaplet Should wemen
be permiteed ta vote in municipal elsctions? Scheal elections?
Cinly the right for women ta voee in schacl elecrions was incliadod
in the constitution. The constitutian was ratified by 1 territary-
wide veee on Octeber 1, 889 and Washington was 1dmitted ax

3 state on Nowember 11, 1889, However the separate generl

womens suffrapt proposal lost by 19,000 votes,
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Women won the right to vore

in 1883 when the Terricorial
legislature enacted women's
suffrage, but victory was fleeting.

Seeing women 13 maoral reformers, the saloon lobhy
feared 3 wote for wamen was 1 vate far proibitian of
the sale of alcobal. In the span of five cumultacas
yen, the suffrage Loe was upkeld. overturned
reinstated and overturned agiin.  Women Jost the
vt bat not thai vaice, and for the nezt 20 years

fought ta regain their rights,
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WASHINGTON WOMEN

WIN THE VOTE

S mmen frmm s Paun Biigsae sl pann fem S e
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On November 8, 1910, the amendment
passed overwhelmingly — 52,299 voted in
favor of rarificarion versus 29,676 against —
a convineing, nearly two-to-one margin.

Every counry sppmved the smendment, Mot all women gained the

Suffragists redoubled effores in 1898 campaigning for a state
constitutional amendment enabling women to vote.

The results were closer than in T885, bt Under ehe bamae "It 1 matter of fustice.”
the smendment still Jnst by 9,882 votes, they assembled 4 stirewide grassmones
Saffragists faced widespread appasition, 15 and engaged in

the anti-vote cu across ehinis, medis tactics.

economic and polirical lines. |8

Coalition building was critical

In Februsry 1909, Whshingtor's _ and mffragists enlisted labor

s S \‘ gronups, merls organizxtion,
constitntionsl smendment for 1 trade associations, churdhes and local

wamen 1o vote befire male voeers, farmess’ arganizaticns such as the Grange
Safftage leadors had twenty manths Wamen warked o pemsusde the cnly peaple
educate voters and build suppart befire the whio coald vote — theit hosbands, fathers and
Movember 1910 wee. beothers.
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wete, Moot Mative American women, immigeant Azisn women, and

those whao coald not mead and speak English were all still barred from

the ballot bor until citizenship and other restrictions were Lifted later

in the 20th centary:

Waskiington hecame the fifth state — fallowing Wyeming, Calorado,
Ultah s Tedsho — to permanently enact wamsns niffrage. Af 2 post-
alecrion banquer, May Arkatighs Huttan gave parrial credit to “the

broad-minded ideas of the men of Washingron, who stand for

square deal in 4ll thirgs."
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WASHINGTON WOMEN

GO NATIONAL

Tha 1912 smage T Awshmeng. ) 1y Mg Manrress ot ovmees sty
[rover. s —-

Lare put StiLL GreaT

Ironically, Washington was che nexe to last

of the 36 states necded to wtify the 19th Amendment, Tn March [920;

the mewsure cirried ranimeusy in bath houses of the Washmgton
legislature. Representative Frances Hiskell, fram Pierce County, the
fourth waman elected t thelegislatute, introdiced the resohition.
The seate roved its “grestmess!” she siid. by “the duricter af its men
and wemen wha taday are estending ta all the women of Amenca the
privilege of the ballot!" Fire months Iater, Tennessee was the final state
necesiry to ftify the smendment, which was made official on

Augunt 26, 1920,
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‘Washingron's crivmph in 1910 creared new
mentum nationally as the firse 20th cencury
state o enact women's tight to vote,

Tt hud biesn 14 years since a state hal enicted women's suffrage, After
Washington. cifser states quickly faliowed—Califeenia in 1911 Dregon,
Knsas and Arizana in 1912 Alasks Tersitary in 1913 mnd Mentim tnd

Mevada in 1914, Still che battle for fie national amendment

£ long
snd difficulr, with Washingtacs ativg wamen warking to empower their
sisters ta vote. Fimlly, after decadss of scropgle. Cangress todk action

in 1919, Under intense pressare, Congress passed the 19tk amendmene
to the LS. Constitutian tnd snt it o the states for ntification, Tt stated
that the “right of citizens of the Urited States o vate shall not be denied
cr abridped by the United States or o any State an account of sex’
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THE BATTLE CONTINUES FOR

EQUAL RIGHTS

[ TR e S —

Through the effores of wemen's growps inclinding the Mationl
Oinganizatian for Wamen. American Assaciation of Universicy
“Wamery, und the League of Women Voters, Waskingten voters
passed an Equal Rights Amendmere to the stifs contiturion in
1972, Facing cppasitian from graups such 41 HOW [Hippines
of Wamen) and the Leaguo of Housewives. the amendment.
nrreowly passed. Materially advancing sexual equality, e
legislation mandared changes ta aver 130 staee Laws relating ta

discrimination én inmnince, credit, child suppert, and Libar..

Many women in the 1960s and seventies pursued
equal rights as “Second Wave Feminists.

They championed equal righrs smendmeres 1t bath the stare and navional
evelz. They werked to bring equality in furding for wamen's athletics and

they pursued equal pay laws fior state employees, smong ather cnses.
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FicaT For Nationar RigHTs

First proposed by suffragisc Alice Paul in 1923,
the campaign for 3 rutional Equal Rights Amendmere was tevitalized in
the 197005, Carigress passed the smendmene 1 he Constinuion in 1972
and sent it to the states for mtficstion. Washington fatified n 1973, one
of 35 states to o s, But that was e shart of the number requimed and
the deddline for mtification expimed in [982. The ERA has been introdoced.
in eyery Congmst since 1982 bat not re-thorized for submissian  the

states far rarificacion,
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Young women's lives changed dramarically in 1972 when
they gained equal access to athlerics and academic programs
m high schical and callege via Title TX. 4n amendstacy section of the Civil Rights Act

F 1964, The Title 12 Low has been serumed the Patsy T: Mink Equal Opportunity in
Educacian Ac to honar the Hawail congresswamun wha champianed its passage. The

w states;

4o persan in the Dnited Seates shall, an the basis of sex, he exchuded from
participaticn in, ar denied the benefits of, ar be subjected to discrimination under any

sducatianal pragram or activicy recerving frdenal assistance.” Washingtan State enacted

g s L Ly o e i smiluz langusge for state-funded schac activities i 1975
Despite enactment of Title 1X, roam for improvement mmained in sports-fanding equicy.

In 1979 students and coaches ot Washingtan State University filed suit under the state's

ERA amendment in Slair » Wesbingan State Univernity, The plainciffs’ strategy was to imprave
suppart far wamens callege sports by incinding men’s foatkall in determining patity funding.
Althaugh they Jast the suit 1t first, the decision was reversed an tppeal in 1987 when the
state Supremne Caurt ruled in fivar of the plaintiffi. increasing funding for wamenls sparts in

All four-year state calleges and oniversities.
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campering in nine spotts in the Pac-10 Confernce:
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ELECTED

WASHINGTON WOMEN
=

After the state enacted women's suffrage in 1910, Washington women began to run for office in

ever-increasing numbers. Over 230 women have served in the Washingron legislature since 1913,

Eleczed in 1912 and serving in the 1913
‘Washingtan Howse of Representatives, Frances ©.
Axtell from Bellingham and Dhe. Nens J. Creake
ftom Ticama were the first o women 2 serve in
the state Legislae, Reba Hirm Bram Spakane
wax the first wrenan £o serve in the srate Serae in
1923, Jasephine Carliss Preson, elected in 1912
as Superinterdent of Puiblic Tnstructicn, was the

first waman o serve i 1 statewide office.

In the mid [960s. woemen of calor began balding
affice a1 well. Whik Riepresentative Marjorie
Pitter King {appoirad 1965) was Washingmnk
fime lack feemale legislator, Pepgy baxie became
the body's first dlecied Affican- Americin waman
in 1971, Represeniative Vielima Velairia was thie
fiue Filipina Ameriom (elected in 1992} Semtoe
Marganiza Prentice jelected ta the Hoase in 1058

For almast 25 years Washingeon hus been 3
leader in elecring women to the st leyislaoure.
From 1993 m 2004 Wishimgron led the nation
n the perceneage of female state logishicars. In
1999 and 3000 Washingeon bossted the highest
pemeresge of female legisiators in the naricels
history, with 41 pescent women, Tn 3009,
wamen compeised sppeanimately ane-thind of the

and the Senste m 1992 Larina

‘Washingtan wamen huve servesd 15 Shpotinerndent
of Pubilic Instruction, Secretary of Stare, Armamey
General, Commissianer of Pubilic Lands, and

Insarance Commissioner. Nine women bave served

an p ourt over Kime.

women bave also held elecred posirians on local

Bubm W
v b gt fros vy Sansemy Tscry Bl

schacl baxnds, localeourty, special purpase
districts. cify councls, couty eommissices and
courscils, 1nd i 2oty mecurives thoghon: the
seate's Bistary, Tn 2009, righe of the fadenally
senpnized tribes in'Washingtan bad samen

chuirpersans.

o et gl iy o[, 1P, s ey i asfsb el AT s 3 i S
ds. Fem e Jrumae Knkb Bkl Euraine Dl sy, Reprmvmisaion Corafyn Fimenia, Smares Ko Fesiry Reprevmmiaces Ely Linnlle,

Whshingeon elected its it waman pavernar. Disy
Lee Ry, in 1976 und its secand, Chris Gregoire,

in 2004 Tn 2005, it hecame the firse state tn buve
4 woman gevernce ind twa woemen LS. Senatces,
Patty Murray and Maris Carewell, in affice at the

ame rime.
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